Understanding UDL
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A bit of background... L hELLO

® Parent (Thomas and Audrey)
e Affiliation(s):
® University of Kansas:
® Department of Special Education
® Center for Research on Learning (CRL)

® National Center for Online Education and Students
with Disabilities (Jan 2011)

¢ UDL-Implementation and Research
Network (UDL-IRN)




Our Roadmap: UDL

® Broad Overview IR e
® Practice el g

® From Policy &"W
® R&D
® Getting Connected...

Collaborative Effort...

IMPLEMENTATION & BESEARCH NETWOSX

..... NATIONAL CENTER ON
UNIVERSAL DESIGN for LEARNING

http://www.udlcenter.org/




Intro to UDL...

It's more than simply
technology.




Understanding and proactively overcoming
barriers to learning for All students.

Thinking about Networks...

&S S &

Recognition Networks Strategic Networks Affective Networks
The “what® of leaming The “row” of learring The “why" of learning

Quick Activity (Group):

* What are some examples of how you use these networks work in your life?
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UDL at a glance

Teaching Every Student...

® Provides Multiple Means for.

* The way information/
knowledge is represented

multiple means of representation - .”" ‘
o & ) leaching

* The way student Every Studen
demonstrate or express R 8og 1 2!

understanding (multiple means
of expression)

* The way students engage in
learning (multiple means of
engagement)




Defined in Education Policy...

With emphasis in preparing teachers Higher Education
Opportunity Act (HEOA) of 2008 defined...

“The term ‘universal design for learning’ means a scientifically
valid framework for guiding educational practice that—{A)
provides flexibility in the ways information is presented,
in the ways students respond or demonstrate knowledge
and skills, and in the ways students are engaged; and (B)
reduces barriers in instruction, provides appropriate
accommodations, supports, and challenges, and maintains
high achievement expectations for all students, including
students with disabilities and students who are limited English
proficient.” (US.C. § 1001)

“It changes everything. It's amazing.” | s, tescrer
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Universal Design for Learning Guidelines
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UDL in Practice: One Case




The Taft STEM Backstory...

* |dentified as a NCLB School of Redesign (Fall 2007)

* Cincinnati STEM Partnership secured K-8 STEM Program of

Excelience Funding (Spring 2008) >

\\

* Established a project team {Spring 2008)

* School reopened & "redesigned” (August 2008)

The Dream Project.,..

“Redesign” & “transform” the school
¢ Hire new staff
* Professional Development (1-month)
¢ Update Physical Plant & IT Infrastructure
¢ Curriculum/Instructional Design
* Instructional Materials/Technology

Initial Deadline: 2.5 to 3 Months




Student Demographics
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KINDERGARTEN STUDENT

USING THE LAPTOP INDEPENDENTLY

A MOVIE CREATED BY TEACHERS DEPICTING THE SCHOOL.

“STEM FOR ALL"
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UDL in Policy and Guidance




Currently...

® Universal Design defined in Individuals
with Disabilities Education Act (IDEA
2004)

e Higher Education Opportunity Act
(HEOA)

® National Technology Plan-- including the
letter to Congress

-~

More...

National UDL Task Force Maryland State Board Accepts Report on
Comprised of more than 35 satoral uoL
ganzatons, e National UOL Task 2 s On Apel 26, 2011, the Maryland State

Force advocates suppot for LOL n
federal state. and Gt eduCaton
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‘~.4 15 sppont e Nl report of the state
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Secretary Duncan Suggests ESEA Should UDL in Canada
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And Next...

The Rundown..

Scaling Implementation

Fidelity of Implementation

Measuring Practice & Outcomes

Roles of Strategy

Use within existing models (e.g., Rtl, PBIS)

Access to Needed Instructional Tools

Preparing Educators and Leadership

Policy and Guidance




Scaling Practice

Councy Educmwonal Servioe Center
Merzber Disrxts
Raral STEM Cossceticzn Divrcts
Grew Oukes Carcer Campeses

OSEN STEM Schoal Dasines

lerge zad wxzall

Hygh AIMS Coeacetium

harger and smaller disnces

Universiny of Oinciomati
Cizcizngts Stwc

Universiy of Oinciomat
Cncmeas State - Tach Pron

Obeo STEM Lesrrang Network Netweork

Current Operational Footprint*:
* 257,900 Students
* 13,600+ Teachers
* 454 Schools

vexclodes cut-ol.anate conmulus & projects

UDL-IRN: Implementation Tool Elements

® Testable Assumptions S
® Critical Elements

® |nstruction Process

UDL@IRN

IMPLEMENTATION & RESEARCH NETWOSK httDl”Udl'i rm .Orgl




Measuring UDL

Mee g
L e

® Environmental Survey P

Learmng

® Observation
® Teacher Interview

® Reflection Protocol

Sasham, J, & Gardner, J {2010). Measwring Universal Design for
Leaming. Specia Education Technology Prachce, 12.2, 1519

UDL in Instructional Tiers (or Rtl)

lates AT A UDL

Supplemental Interventiors
Inchodes UDL S AT

Ar Eoobog ¥ Approadc® 10 RT uses
wiore: 3 ly-bazed Ineructionyd trategx
UDL tased ratructiceal-deagr, and
O hOORY 10 SPpart stadent rewd

Care Instnactional Practices

oy JOL
e More proactive and group

focusea

8asham, J.0., Israel, M., Graden, J Poth, R. & Winston, M. {2010). A comprehensve
approach 10 RTI Embadding uriversad casign fof leaming and 1echmaiogy Leaming
Cusabity Quavtonly. 33(4), 283.255




Current R&D..




(Pre-Alpha Research)

Va2 SETRONGE ATRNS e S st

Learn more..http://myifig.org/

Initial Key Findings...
¢ Students’ conceptions of learning align with UDL..
¢ Students “vision" learning apps as games!
* Focus on user-experience critical (UX testing is critical).
¢ Mobile devices and apps are engaging for students

* Within applications, students identified as having a
disability or*struggling™are taking longer for task
completion but are not necessarily frustrated by the time it
takes.

See more..http://myifig.org/ ?IFIG




E FiLAMENTGAMES —

IFMHE

® Working with Dr. Matt Marino, UDL IRN
Member, Washington State University

e Embedding UDL within “Serious Games”

190 T 8 DT 0 By TP AT Erd OF [ DN ON W, | N T 3 (O O, TPV Ing® T S R et O
S M progre amiom ]| S1Z-A3 % C v

Early Example...




Getting Connected..

It’s Free...

UDL@IRN

http://udl-irn.org/

Upcoming Meeting in Chicago (10/27-10/31)
see website for details..
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Thinking About Solutions...

e T

® Support Scaling Practice (/\~3;V
® Tool/Material Procurement g
® Professional Development

® Data Systems

Contact Information

James D. Basham, Ph.D.,
jbasham@ku.edu




