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SDE - Students Come First - Student Questions 

1. The state of Idaho recently passed a package of education reform laws, titled 

Students Come First, that include a significant focus on the integration of technology in 

Idaho schools, including each student in grades 9-12 being assigned their own 

computing device(phased in over time) and technological upgrades for every classroom. 

The Technology Task Force is responsible for providing recommendations for the 

implementation of Students Come First and is interested in capturing the perspectives 

of Idaho students in grades 7-12. This survey is intended for Idaho students to respond 

to directly. Thank you for taking the time to complete this survey, all responses are 

anonymous. Your honest, thoughtful feedback is appreciated. 1. Which grade are you in? 

 
Response 

Percent

Response 

Count

7 23.7% 437

8 26.1% 482

9 14.1% 260

10 14.1% 260

11 9.7% 178

12 12.3% 227

  answered question 1,844

  skipped question 1
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2. Please rate the following statements based upon how strongly you agree or disagree 

with the statement. 

 
Strongly 

Disagree

Slightly 

Disagree

Slightly 

Agree

Strongly 

Agree
N/A

Rating 

Average

Response 

Count

I have personal experience using a 

mobile computing device (laptop, 

tablet, etc…).

3.3% (61) 4.0% (74)
21.4% 

(394)
69.5% 

(1,279)

1.8% 

(33)
3.60 1,841

I am excited about the idea of 

teachers/administrators receiving 

mobile computing devices.

9.2% 

(170)

11.4% 

(210)

36.0% 

(662)
38.6% 

(710)

4.7% 

(87)
3.09 1,839

I can envision how 

teachers/administrators could use 

mobile computing devices to make 

instruction more engaging.

9.4% 

(172)

13.3% 

(245)

36.1% 

(663)
37.8% 

(694)

3.4% 

(63)
3.06 1,837

I am excited about the idea of 

students receiving mobile 

computing devices for their 

schoolwork.

13.3% 

(244)

7.4% 

(135)

17.5% 

(322)
59.9% 

(1,099)

1.9% 

(35)
3.26 1,835

I have some concerns that need to 

be addressed before I will feel fully 

comfortable with implementing one-

to-one (one device assigned per 

student) mobile computing devices 

in Idaho high schools.

23.4% 

(429)

19.4% 

(356)
24.5% 

(450)

24.3% 

(446)

8.4% 

(154)
2.54 1,835

  answered question 1,844

  skipped question 1

3. Rate your level of comfort using portable computing devices?

 
Very 

Comfortable

Slightly 

Comfortable

Not at all 

Comfortable

Rating 

Average

Response 

Count

Comfort 74.9% (1,381) 21.5% (397) 3.6% (66) 1.29 1,844

  answered question 1,844

  skipped question 1
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4. Do you have your own computing device? 

 
Response 

Percent

Response 

Count

yes 71.5% 1,318

no 28.5% 526

  answered question 1,844

  skipped question 1

5. Do you have internet access at home? 

 
Response 

Percent

Response 

Count

yes 86.9% 1,603

no 13.1% 241

  answered question 1,844

  skipped question 1

6. Do you currently use a computing device for your schoolwork? 

  Never Sometimes
Most of the 

time

All of the 

time

Rating 

Average

Response 

Count

scale 11.0% (202)
58.6% 

(1,081)
19.8% (366) 10.6% (195) 2.30 1,844

  answered question 1,844

  skipped question 1
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7. How important are the following capabilities when using computing devices for 

schoolwork? 

 
N/A - Not 

Applicable 

Not 

Important 

Less 

Important

Slightly 

Important

Very 

Important 

Rating 

Average

Response

Count

Collaboration and communication 

between teachers and students
3.6% (67)

5.8% 

(107)

9.6% 

(176)

29.9% 

(550)
51.0% 

(938)
3.19

Collaboration and communication 

between students
2.6% (47)

7.5% 

(138)

15.0% 

(275)

33.0% 

(606)
41.9% 

(770)
3.04

Note taking 2.3% (42)
7.0% 

(128)

11.4% 

(209)

30.1% 

(552)
49.3% 

(905)
3.17

Task 

Management/Scheduling/Organization
1.6% (30) 5.1% (94)

11.5% 

(212)

28.5% 

(523)
53.2% 

(977)
3.27

Research (Internet, Database, 

Library Systems, etc...)
1.3% (24) 2.1% (38)

5.9% 

(107)

24.3% 

(444)
66.4% 

(1,214)
3.52

Writing/Journaling 2.2% (41)
9.7% 

(178)

19.8% 

(362)
34.6% 

(634)

33.7% 

(617)
2.88

Uploading/Downloading/Revising 

classroom assignments digitally
2.8% (52)

8.4% 

(154)

14.8% 

(271)

30.1% 

(552)
43.9% 

(804)
3.04

Delivering presentations 2.6% (48)
6.8% 

(124)

15.9% 

(291)

32.7% 

(597)
41.9% 

(766)
3.05

Content Creation (Audio/Video) 3.3% (60)
7.5% 

(138)

16.4% 

(300)

32.7% 

(598)
40.1% 

(733)
2.99

Content Creation (Text) 4.2% (77)
7.0% 

(127)

16.3% 

(297)

34.8% 

(632)
37.7% 

(685)
2.95

Digital Textbook 4.2% (77)
10.3% 

(187)

16.5% 

(301)

30.1% 

(548)
38.9% 

(709)
2.89

Access to currently used software 

applications
3.6% (65)

6.6% 

(121)

13.3% 

(243)

32.6% 

(596)
43.9% 

(803)
3.07

Student Response Systems 

(participating in quizzes, class polls, 

etc…)

2.8% (51)
7.2% 

(131)

13.8% 

(253)

31.0% 

(568)
45.3% 

(829)
3.09

Text-to-speech 7.6% (139)
13.5% 

(247)

19.2% 

(351)
32.2% 

(590)

27.5% 

(503)
2.59

Speech-to-text 7.4% (134)
12.1% 

(220)

20.2% 

(367)
30.4% 

(552)

29.9% 

(544)
2.63
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Printing of assignments and 

materials from device to printers
2.1% (38)

6.3% 

(115)

8.9% 

(162)

25.0% 

(455)
57.6% 

(1,048)
3.30

  answered question

  skipped question

8. What additional computing device functions do you feel are important for 

schoolwork? 

 
Response 

Count

  1,844

  answered question 1,844

  skipped question 1

9. Have you ever taken an online course? 

 
Response 

Percent

Response 

Count

yes 37.7% 696

no 62.3% 1,148

  answered question 1,844

  skipped question 1

10. What excites (or concerns) you about taking online courses in the future? 

 
Response 

Count

  1,844

  answered question 1,844

  skipped question 1
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11. Do you believe having your own computing device throughout the school day would 

improve your learning and academic performance? 

 
Response 

Percent

Response 

Count

yes 72.0% 1,327

no 28.0% 517

  answered question 1,844

  skipped question 1

12. Please explain how:

 
Response 

Count

  1,707

  answered question 1,707

  skipped question 138
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13. Please rate the top five physical attributes you feel are most important for mobile 

computing device use in schoolwork- #1 is the highest ranking (rate only your top five) 

  Five Four Three Two One
Rating 

Average

Response 

Count

Device is lightweight and portable
34.1% 

(536)

11.8% 

(186)

14.3% 

(225)

11.1% 

(175)

28.7% 

(452)
2.89 1,574

Device is durable (designed to 

handle “abuse”)
33.5% 

(519)

12.8% 

(198)

10.3% 

(159)

12.5% 

(193)

30.9% 

(478)
2.94 1,547

Device has a large, bright screen 

with a screen resolution high 

enough to handle modern 

applications and web content

34.3% 

(479)

14.8% 

(206)

15.9% 

(222)

11.0% 

(154)

23.9% 

(334)
2.75 1,395

Device has a physical keyboard
31.3% 

(446)

16.2% 

(231)

15.4% 

(220)

14.5% 

(206)

22.5% 

(321)
2.81 1,424

Device has a touchscreen on which 

the user can “write” on the screen 

using a finger or stylus or use an 

onscreen keyboard

32.7% 

(463)

15.1% 

(214)

12.6% 

(179)

13.1% 

(186)

26.5% 

(376)
2.86 1,418

Device has integrated camera(s) 

for creating video content or 

accessing video conferencing 

applications

32.8% 

(435)

16.6% 

(220)

16.1% 

(213)

13.5% 

(179)

21.0% 

(278)
2.73 1,325

Device has integrated microphone 

for capturing audio content
33.5% 

(418)

17.9% 

(223)

15.1% 

(188)

12.8% 

(159)

20.7% 

(258)
2.69 1,246

Device has integrated speakers or 

headphone jack to reproduce / 

listen to audio content

36.6% 

(512)

15.1% 

(211)

12.0% 

(168)

13.3% 

(186)

23.1% 

(323)
2.71 1,400

Device has expansion ports 

allowing external peripherals (i.e. 

camera memory cards, thumb 

drives, keyboards, mice, etc…)

36.6% 

(533)

13.7% 

(200)

12.6% 

(184)

11.5% 

(167)

25.6% 

(373)
2.76 1,457

Device has a long-lasting battery 

that can last through an entire 

school day

40.7% 

(668)

8.0% 

(132)

7.8% 

(128)

8.4% 

(137)

35.1% 

(575)
2.89 1,640

Device has wireless networking 

capabilities
40.6% 

(660)

8.7% 

(141)

7.9% 

(129)

8.7% 

(141)

34.1% 

(554)
2.87 1,625

  answered question 1,844

  skipped question 1
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14. If a mobile computing device was assigned to only you throughout the school day, 

how would you use it to increase your learning?

 
Response 

Count

  1,844

  answered question 1,844

  skipped question 1

15. How important is it for you to be able to take the device home at night? (It will be your 

responsibility to charge it and return it to school the next day)

 
Response 

Percent

Response 

Count

important 86.6% 1,597

not important 13.4% 247

  answered question 1,844

  skipped question 1

16. What excites you most about the one-to-one program? (one device assigned per 

student).

 
Response 

Count

  1,844

  answered question 1,844

  skipped question 1
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17. What concerns you most about the one-to-one program?

 
Response 

Count

  1,844

  answered question 1,844

  skipped question 1

18. What additional information would you like to share with the State Department of 

Education?

 
Response 

Count

  1,844

  answered question 1,844

  skipped question 1


